Sir James Moore, in a paper which he recently read before the Epidemiological Society, strongly pointed out the injurious effect of attaching too much importance to "authority" in matters of science. I have lately been much struck by the truth of this observation.
Until the occurrence of the epidemic of influenza in 1889-90 very few living physicians knew from personal observation anything about the disease or its method of spread. They had, therefore, to rely on the teaching of the past, and I think many of them attached almost implicit reliance on the statements of Sir Thomas Watson, many of whose observations they have been able to verify in the case of other diseases, and whose writings possess a charm which is certainly absent in current medical text-books.
On the method of the spread of influenza Watson taught that contagion played but a small part. "I have remarked," he says, " that Cullen makes this species of catarrh to proceed from contagion. But To sum up the conclusions at which I have arrived :?
